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Administrative History: The first official intercollegiate athletic competition involving WKU was a baseball 
game with rival Eastern Kentucky University. Western won the game 6-0 played in Bowling Green in 1910. 
Football and basketball followed in 1913 and 1914 respectively. World War I and World War II interrupted 
WKU athletics from 1916-1921 and again from 1943-1945.  
 
The first women's athletic event for WKU was a basketball game in 1914.  Women's basketball competition 
was suspended from 1916 to 1920; started again in 1921 and halted from 1932 until it began again in 1974. An 
overall athletics program for women got its first official push in 1973, with the start of golf and tennis. 
 

























1914-1916  -  J.L. Arthur  
1921-1922  -  L.T. Smith  
1922-1964  -  E.A. Diddle    
1964-1971  -  Ted Hornback  
1971-1986  -  John Oldham  
1986-1991  -  Jimmy Feix  
1991-1993  -  Lou Marciani  
1993-1995  -  Jim Richards  
1995-1999  -  Lewis Mills  
1999-2010  -  Dr. Wood Selig  
2010-2012   - Ross Bjork 
2012 - Todd Stewart 
 
Description: Records created by the WKU Athletics Department, especially the records of the Athletic Director 
and his immediate staff.   
 
Departmental records assigned as follows: 
 
Series 1 Baseball 
Series 2 Basketball 
Series 3 Football 
Series 4 Soccer 
Series 5 Women's Basketball 
Series 6 Men's Track & Cross Country 
Series 7 Women's Track & Cross Country 
Series 8 Women's Volleyball 
Series 9 Mascots 
Series 10 Softball 
Series 11 Riflery 
Series 12 Tennis 
Series 13 Golf 
Series 14 Men's Swimming 
Series 15 Women's Swimming 
Series 16 Rugby 
Series 17 Athletic Media Relations   




Extent: 1 ½ cu. ft., 26 audiotapes, 1 film, oversize 
 





Denes Field (WKU) 
Football 
Interviews 
Meredith, Thomas Carter, 1941- 
Minton, John Dean, 1921-2008 
Press conferences 
Ransdell, Gary b. 1951 Western Kentucky University 
 
Digital Commons: Sports Studies 
 
Accession Information: These records transferred to the WKU Archives from the Athletics Office in accordance 
with the records retention schedule. 
 
Access Restrictions: Film - cannot be viewed in house 
See individual series for additional restrictions. 
 
Allied Materials:  
UA1B3.3 Athletic Committee 
UA1C5.1 Baseball Photos 
UA1C5.2 Basketball - Mens Photos 
UA1C5.3 Basketball - Women Photos 
UA1C5.4 Golf Photos 
UA1C5.5 Cheerleaders Photos 
UA1C5.6 Football Photos 
UA1C5.8 Fan Photos 
UA1C5.9 Track & Field Photos 
UA1C5.10 Swimming & Diving Photos 
UA1C5.11 Tennis Photos 
UA1C8.1 Logos & Symbols - Athletics 
UA1C11.5 Athletic Media Relations Photos 
UA37.5 E.A. Diddle Faculty/Staff Papers 
UA80 W Club 
 
Preferred Citation: UA19 Athletics, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2011, revised 2019. 
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Records created by the WKU Athletics Department, especially the records of the Athletic Director and his immediate staff.   
  
Departmental records assigned as follows: 
  
Series 1 Baseball 
Series 2 Basketball 
Series 3 Football 
Series 4 Soccer 
Series 5 Women's Basketball 
Series 6 Men's Track & Cross Country 
Series 7 Women's Track & Cross Country 
Series 8 Women's Volleyball 
Series 9 Mascots 
Series 10 Softball 
Series 11 Riflery 
Series 12 Tennis 
Series 13 Golf 
Series 14 Men's Swimming 
Series 15 Women's Swimming 
Series 16 Rugby 
Series 17 Athletic Media Relations   






Scope & Content 
Records 
UA19 Linked to 
Reports available online: 
2010-11 - D1582 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1893  
  
L.T. Smith Stadium (WKU) 
Student athletes 









Box 1 1 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1916-1944 Correspondence 
Boardinghouses --Kentucky --Bowling Green Description Subjects 
Box 1 2 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1944 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 3 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1945 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 4 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1949-1950 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 5 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1951 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 6 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1952 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 7 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1953 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 8 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1954 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 9 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1955 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 10 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1956 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 11 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1957 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 12 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1957 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 13 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1958 Correspondence 
Description 
Box 1 14 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1959 Correspondence 
Description 






Athletics (WKU) 1955-1958; 1990 Correspondence - Kelly Thompson 
Description 




Bowling Green, Board of Commissioners 
Castle, Linda 
Cunningham, Dick 











University of Dayton 



























Stuart, Mrs. John 
Yates, James 











































Box 2 1-2 
Alphabetical roster of athletes listing sport and years played.  Two copies, both incomplete. 
Athletics (WKU) 1920-1971 Subject File - Athletes 
Description 
Box 2 3 
Typescript of season records.  Includes schedules, scores, tournament play, all-star players and clippings for 
basketball, football, tennis, baseball, track, golf and cross-country. 








Box 2 4 
All sport banquet programs.  See also individual sport banquets. 
  
Academic Athletic Awards Banquet, 2002, 2004-2006 
Athletics (WKU) 1957; 1972; 2002; 
2004-2006 





Box 2 5 
Correspondence regarding prospective athletes. 
Athletics (WKU) 1945 Subject File - Athletes 
Description 
Box 2 6 
Correspondence regarding prospective athletes. 
Athletics (WKU) 1948 Subject File - Athletes 
Description 
Box 2 7 
Correspondence regarding prospective athletes. 
Athletics (WKU) 1953-1957 Subject File - Athletes 
Description 
Box 3 1-2 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1946-1948 Subject File - Budget 
Description 
Box 3 3 
Athletics (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 1954-1959 Subject File - Budget & Selected Expenditures 
Description 
Box 3 4 
Brochures for multi-sport camps. 
Athletics (WKU) 1972-1986 Subject File - Camps 
Description 
Box 3 5 
Brochures for coaches camps. 
Athletics (WKU) 1947-1983 Subject File - Camps 
Description 
Box 3 6 Athletics (WKU) 1999-2000 Subject File - Letterhead 
Box 3 7 
NCAA Convention 
Athletics (WKU) 1953 Subject File - NCAA 
Description 
Box 3 8 
WKU Self Study for the National Collegiate Athletic Association, Division I Athletics Certification 
Athletics (WKU) 1994 Subject File - NCAA Certification 
Description 
Box 3 9 
Shoenfelt, Betsy, et al.  Commitment to Equity: Report of the Sub-Committee on Commitment to Equity to the 
NCAA Athletic Certification Sterring Committee. 
Athletics (WKU) 1994 Subject File - NCAA Certification 
Description 
Box 3 10 
White, Steve, et al. 1999-00 NCAA Division Athletics Certification Interim Report. 
Athletics (WKU) 1999-2000 Subject File - NCAA Certification 
Description 
Box 3 11 
Athletics Committee.  NCAA Certification Interim Report. 
Athletics (WKU) 2000 Subject File - NCAA Certification 
Description 
Box 3 14 
Meeting minutes 
Athletics (WKU) 1953-1959 Subject File - OVC 
Constitutions Description Subjects 
Box 3 12 
By-Laws 
Athletics (WKU) 1948-1981 Subject File - OVC 
Constitutions Description Subjects 
Box 3 13 
By-laws 
Athletics (WKU) 1967-1980 Subject File - OVC 
Constitutions Description Subjects 
Box 3 15 
Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act reports 
Athletics (WKU) 1995-1998 Subject File - Equity 
Description 
Box 4 1-2 
Press Guides 
Athletics (WKU) 1974-1981 Subject File - OVC 
Description 
Box 4 3 
Fall Sports Press Guides 







Box 4 4 
Championship programs and scores 





Box 4 5 
Report on WKU Department of Athletics Strategic Planning Retreat II, Dec. 14, 1992. 
Athletics (WKU) 1992 Subject File - Planning 
Description 
Box 4 6 
Obear, Frederick. Western Kentucky University Athletics Review, July, 1998. 
Athletics (WKU) 1998 Subject File - Planning 
Description 
Box 4 9 Athletics (WKU) 2000 Subject File - Policies/Procedures 
Box 4 7 
Report - 2005-06 Academic and Athletic Highlights 
Athletics (WKU) 2006 Subject File - Planning 
Description 
Box 4 8 
Athletic Guidelines for New Coaches, nd 
Miller, Russ & Ron Dunn.  Athletic Training Techniques, 1976. 
Athletics (WKU) Subject File - Policies/Procedures 
Description 
Box 5 1 
Red Towel Country Brochures 
Athletics (WKU) Subject File - Publicity 
Description 
Box 5 2 
NCAA Rules brochures 
Athletics (WKU) Subject File - Publicity 
Description 
Box 5 3 
Toppers on Tour postcards 
Athletics (WKU) 2001 Subject File - Publicity 
Description 
Box 5 4 
WKU Athletics Championship Report 
2007-08 
2008-09 - D1584 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1891  
2009-10 - D1583 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1892  
Athletics (WKU) 2007-2010 Subject File - Publicity 
Description 
Box 5 5 
By-laws 
Athletics (WKU) 1949-1951 Subject File - SAIA 
Constitutions Description Subjects 
Box 5 6 
Meeting minutes 
Athletics (WKU) 1951-1953 Subject File - SAIA 
Description 
Box 5 7 
Directory and press guide 

























































University of Alabama-Birmingham 
University of North Carolina Charlotte 
University of South Alabama 
University of South Florida 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Wegerle, Roy 
Western Kentucky University 
Box 5 9 









































University of Alabama-Birmingham 
University of North Carolina Charlotte 
University of South Alabama 
University of South Florida 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Wenzel, Bob 
West, Mark 
Western Kentucky University 










Box 5 10 



























University of Alabama-Birmingham 
University of North Carolina Charlotte 
University of South Alabama 
University of South Florida 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Weems, Carolyn 
Western Kentucky University 
Wilson, Kristin 











Box 5 11-13 
Year in Review 
  
Arkansas State University 
Florida International University 
Jacksonville University 
Louisiana Tech University 
Middle Tennessee State University 
New Mexico State University 
Old Dominion University 
University of Alabama-Birmingham 
University of Arkansas-Little Ro  ck 
University of Denver 
University of Idaho 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
University of Louisiana-Monroe 
University of New Orleans 
University of North Carolina Charlotte 
University of North Texas 
University of South Alabama 
University of South Florida 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Western Kentucky University 




















Athletics (WKU) 1943 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars 
Description 




















Athletics (WKU) 1945 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars 
Description 










Athletics (WKU) 1950 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars 
Description 












Athletics (WKU) 1952 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars 
Description 
Box 5 18 
DeMoss, Robert 
Diddle, E.A. 
Indianapolis Star & News 
McDonald, Larry 
Schnur, Raymond 
Athletics (WKU) 1955 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars 
Description 
Box 5 19 
Countiss, T.J. 
Diddle, E.A. 
Eastern Kentucky State College 
Kentucky Association of the Amateur Athletic Union 
Koenigsmark, Ted 
Morehead State College 
Trosper, Earnest 
University of Kentucky 
University of Louisville 
Whitehouse, Don 
Witherspoon, Thomas 
Athletics (WKU) 1954-1955 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky College All Stars 
Description 
Box 5 20 
Program and press releases 
Athletics (WKU) 2006 Subject File - Tournaments - Kentucky College All Stars 
Description 
Box 5 21 
Available online at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_athletics/  
  
Athletic Notes 
Athletics Staff Notes 
Feix, Jimmy 
Hilltopper Athletic Foundation 
Meredith, Thomas 




Athletics (WKU) 1986-1991 Newsletter 
Athletics Description Subjects 
















Description Subjects 2004 Report - D1016 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1264  
2004-05 Report - D1016 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1263  
2006-07 Report - D1016 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1262  






Box 6 9 
2011-12 Annual Report - D1581 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1894/  
2012-13 Annual Report 
2013-14 Annual Report 










1 inch reel - 1 
  
Announcement of Gene Keady Basketball Coach, 1973 
Athletics (WKU) 1973 Film / Audio / Video File 
Press conferences Description Subjects 
OS Box 23 4 
Press Guides 
Athletics (WKU) 1988 Subject File - OVC 
Description 
OS Box 37 2 
Diddle Arena 40th Anniversary, Park City Daily News, 11/23/2002, use microfilm in Kentucky Library 
Athletics (WKU) 2002 Subject File - Diddle Arena 
Description 
OS Box 6 18 
Resolution in honor of NCAA tournament play. 
Athletics (WKU) 2008 Kentucky Senate Resolution No. 234 
Description 
Tape Box 1 Drawer 2 
Audiotape - 1 digitized 
  
Tape #59 Jimmy Feix 1973 post season; David Nollner & Lonnie Schuster re: Red Towel, m294.wav 






Tape Box 3 Drawer 4 
Audiotapes - 6 
  
Athletic Facility Announcement, 4/13/2000 m420.wav 
Jimmy Feix, Heart of the Matter, 7/9/2000 
Jimmy Feix Tribute, WBLG, 1991 (2) 
SBC Press Conference,  6/6/2001 
Sun Belt Conference 






Tape Box 3 Drawer 8 
Audiotapes - 3 
  
Economic Report on Athletics, 11/20/1989 
Hilltopper Network press conference, 8/13/1993 
Support Hilltopper Athletics Week, 6/23/1992 







Tape Box 3 Drawer 9 
Audiotapes - 5 
  
Get in the Game Promos, 1995 
PSA for Hilltopper Network, 1/30/2000 
Take a Kid to the Game, 2/6/1999 & 9/18/1999 (2) 
Western Recruitment Spot, 9/30/1999 






Tape Box 3 Drawer 12 
Audiotapes - 8 
  
Coming Home PSA, 2000 
Gary Ransdell on Football Announcement & Lewis Mills, nd 
Jimmy Feix Tribute, WBLG, 1991 (2) 
Lewis Mills Comments on Athletics' Success, 1998/99 
Lewis Mills on Paul Sanderford's Departure, 6/19/1998 
Press Conference Introducing Dr. Louis Marciani, 4/8/1991 - m450.wav 
Wood Selig, WKU's New Athletic Director, 8/9/1999 








Tape Box 4 Drawer 1 
Audiotapes - 3 digitized 
  
John Oldham on Ted Hornback's Death, 7/21/1997 - m448.wav 
Western Rejoins the OVC in Football, 8/1/1997 - m444.wav 






Athletics (WKU) 1997 Press Conferences - Film/Video/Audio File 
Athletics 
Radio broadcasting 
Announcements 
Audio recording 
Description Subjects 
